
Poetry Day 

Poems inspired by Dickens’ use of light in Hard Times. 

 

 

 

“Sissy came in for the beginning of a sunbeam” 

By Melissa Wilson. 

 

Sissy came in for the beginning of a sunbeam, 

Casting a light into all the dank corners of the room. 

Creating hope in the crevice of the blank wall. 

The light was uncontrollable; bouncing on to all the children, 

But the light never licked Gradgrind’s skin. 

A shadow was shielding him. 

 

If the light ever touched a part of him, 

He would burst into ash, like a vampire. 

The war between light and shadow began. 

Gradgrind passed all the pupils cowering in their seats, 

Each step sucked their light out. 

 

He walked past Sissy; her light did not dim. 

His hawk eyes tried to pry the life away from her. 

It made her brighter than ever. 

She had been through hell and back, 

It had made her shine. 

 

A poem inspired by Dickens’ use of light in Hard Times. The student was looking at 

the head teacher Thomas Gradgrind and the effect Sissy Jupe has on his and his 

family’s lives. She has also been looking at fantasy novels, to give the poem a more 

modern tone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Sissy came in for the beginning of a sunbeam” 

By Natalie Collins. 

 

The light, the sun – a thing so greatly taken for granted. 

What I wouldn’t do to live in the light, 

Banish this white washed prison. 

Bring the light, the sun, the imagination to this lifeless trap. 

 

Sunbeams, rays; non-existent in this awful place. 

I feel trapped. 

Will I ever break free? 

 

I have now lost hope. 

I have been moulded, simply a Gradgrind. 

I am no longer an individual. 

I am stuck. 

 

 

This poem was inspired by Dickens’ metaphor of the sunbeam, in Hard Times; 

Natalie has read the metaphor as a symbol for hope. Natalie has written from the 

perspective of one of Gradgrind’s students, such as Bitzer. 

 

 

“Dragged from her father’s arms…” 

By Holly Brown 

 

Dragged from her father’s arms, 

He’s still on her mind, 

But she’s out of harm. 

Taken from her merry home, 

To learn inside 

Walls made of foam. 

She cannot hide her head, 

In infant fantasy, dead! 

She trusted the Trinity, 

But, 

Ultimately, 

It was the light that guided her astray. 

Now, in this prison she will stay. 

 

Holly wanted to explore rhyme and a one stanza poem. She was inspired by the 

Hard Times character Sissy Jupe, and the Victorian understanding of childhood and 

religion. 



“Imagination” 

By Lauren Le Page 

 

 

Imagination. Imagination. Imagination: 

The children in the dark dull classroom knew nothing of it! 

Until a girl lightens this dark, lifeless room, 

Simply with her imagination. 

 

A lonely little girl, yet happy: Sissy Jupe. 

She had a bright aura around her. 

Mr Gradgrind rose from the dark shadows. 

In the corner, one girl. 

Not yet ground down. 

A girl with imagination. 

 

Lauren wanted to explore the role of imagination in Hard Times. She was interested 

by Thomas Gradgrind’s attitude towards “facts” and wanted to explore the impact of 

that attitude on the character Sissy Jupe. Sissy’s “light” is a metaphor for her 

relationship and the positive influence she later has on Louisa Gradgrind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


